[image: image1.jpg]‘pholo by kal ukens.




Red Knots, Horseshoe Crabs and 

The Commonwealth of Virginia
Talking Points in Support of the Griffith Bill
· Legislation will be introduced in early January to declare a moratorium on landings of horseshoe crabs in Virginia.  The Chief Patron or sponsor of the bill is Delegate H. Morgan Griffith (R), the Majority Leader of the House of Delegates.  Speaker Bill Howell (R) is also supporting the legislation. 

· The purpose of the legislation is to prevent the extinction of the Red Knot rufa subspecies. 
· The Griffith bill will declare a moratorium on landings or importation of horseshoe crabs in Virginia until the Red Knot rufa subspecies reaches its target population of 240,000.  An exception is made for the biomedical use of horseshoe crabs to obtain the blood extract used to test the purity of pharmaceuticals and medical devices.  

· Red Knots on the Delaware Bay declined from 100,000 in 1990 to 15,000 in 2005.

· The decline in Red Knots tracks the significant increase in horseshoe crab landings that targeted egg-bearing females.  The result of this overfishing was a decrease in horseshoe crab eggs available to foraging shorebirds.  This has been proven to be the major cause of the decline of the Red Knot population.

· Published population models of the Red Knot rufa subspecies indicate that the bird will be at or near extinction around 2010.  The authors concluded that the Red Knot faced “imminent endangerment”. 

· The Red Knot shorebird makes the longest migratory route of any bird – approximately 18,000 miles roundtrip. Red Knots feed almost exclusively on horseshoe crab eggs during spring migration on Delaware Bay beaches. No alternative equivalent food source exists.  Examination of stomach contents has shown them to be more than 95% full of horseshoe crab eggs.  

· Horseshoe crabs are used for bait for the eel and conch fisheries.   Alternative baits can be used until the Red Knot rufa population reaches its target.  
· Virginia can make a significant contribution to the efforts to prevent the extinction of the Red Knot and protect other species of shorebirds by declaring a moratorium on horseshoe crab landings and importation until the egg density returns to the levels necessary to support a viable population.  
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